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Center for Hawaiian Sovereignty Studies                       
46-255 Kahuhipa St. Suite 1205                               

Kane'ohe, HI 96744                                                         
(808) 247-7942!

Kenneth R. Conklin, Ph.D. Executive Director                         
e-mail Ken_Conklin@yahoo.com                                      

Unity, Equality,  Aloha for all

To:  SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

For hearing Thursday, February 21, 2019  

Re: SB 642, SD1 
RELATING TO HAWAIIAN AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE STATE OF 
HAWAIÔI.!
Inserts article thirteen of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples into the Hawaii Revised Statutes. Requires that 
Hawaiian be used for public acts and transactions. Directs the ofÞce of 
language access to provide services to Hawaiian language speakers. 
Requires the Hawaiian version of a law be held binding if the law in 
question was originally drafted in Hawaiian and then translated into 
English. Requires that Ôokina and kahako be used, when appropriate, in 
documents prepared by or for state or county agencies or ofÞcials, 
with certain exceptions. Amends existing law so that any rule, order, 
policy, or other act, ofÞcial or otherwise, that prohibits or discourages 
the use of Ôokina and kahako, except those speciÞcally designed for the 
beneÞt of native speakers of Hawaiian, shall be void. (SD1) 
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TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION

One of the things I oppose about this bill is that it would incorporate a 
United Nations declaration into the Hawaii Revised Statutes.  For those 
people who believe that "international law" is binding on all nations, the 
U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, adopted by the 
U.N. in 2007, has already been a part of Hawaii's law for more than a 
decade, so incorporating it into HRS is redundant.  In 2011 President 
Obama unilaterally signed it (without Congressional approval), which 
further embedded the U.N. Declaration into Hawaii's law; so to now 
incorporate it into HRS would be additionally redundant.  It is a matter 
of considerable controversy whether Supreme Court decisions should 
be based on "international law" or whether Supreme Court decisions 
should be based solely on the U.S. Constitution and statutes passed by 
Congress.  In any case, no State of the United States has any power to 
make treaties with foreign nations nor to adopt laws which are 
contrary to U.S. law. 

This bill is poorly written and sometimes chaotic.  I wonder whether the 
writer is capable of logical thought and cogent expression.

The most dangerous portion of this bill is section 2(b) on page 3, lines 
5-8; and is repeated verbatim in section 2(b) on page 10, lines 13-16 : 
"... provided that if the law in question was originally drafted in 
Hawaiian and the English version was translated based on the Hawaiian 
version, the Hawaiian version shall be held binding."

Very few, if any, members of the legislature are sufÞciently ßuent in 
Hawaiian to be capable of reading and comprehending a bill written in 
Hawaiian.  

To the members of this committee, I ask you to be honest with 
yourself when you answer these questions:  Did you take the time to 
read page 1 of this bill, written in Hawaiian language?  If so, did you 
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then feel it was not necessary for you to read the English translation of 
it?  Of course not!  You probably skipped the Hawaiian language 
content as you would skip a bunch of gibberish, in order to get down 
to business by reading the English language content.

Giving priority to Hawaiian language is a political stunt to bolster ethnic 
pride and get votes from a constituency that demands visible tokens 
of validation and status; but it has no practical usefulness.  It seems 
likely that every person who speaks Hawaiian also speaks English with 
greater ßuency.  Hawaiian activists, following the lead of Princess Ruth 
Ke'elikolani (hoo dat?), sometimes insist on speaking Hawaiian in the 
courtroom or when giving speeches, interviews, or testimony; but they 
are perfectly capable of speaking and understanding English.  Nobody 
NEEDS to speak or hear Hawaiian to express himself or to understand 
what someone is saying -- the activists demand it to score a political 
point and sometimes to simply "gum up the works."  

I refer you to a large and detailed webpage "Hawaiian Language as a 
Political Weapon" at
http://www.angelÞre.com/big09/HawLangPolitWeapon.html   

If this bill were enacted into law, the Hawaiian language content would 
be the ofÞcial law whether or not you understand what you voted for 
when you read page 1.  And you can be quite sure that Hawaiian-
language zealots would give top priority to writing many important bills 
in Hawaiian before getting them translated into English, thereby 
invoking the new rule that the Hawaiian version takes priority.  Would 
your expertise in Hawaiian be sufÞcient to enable you to detect kaona 
(wat dat?) -- subtle double meanings that you would never vote for if 
you knew they were in the law you just Þnished enacting?  Kaona were 
widely used orally in ancient times and later in Hawaiian language 
newspapers, as a sort of secret code, so that insiders "in the know" 
would understand dangerous hidden political meanings in poetry or 
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songs that seemed to be describing a needle piercing a ßower while 
stringing a lei, or a bee spreading pollen while ßitting from ßower to 
ßower sipping nectar.  Perhaps you're aware that there are some 
Hawaiian sovereignty activists who would love to get you to enact laws 
that would undermine or even overthrow the [fake!] State of Hawaii 
and replace it with a rejuvenated Kingdom.

Regarding the use of 'okinas and kahakos -- notice that I place a letter 
"s" at the end of a word to make it plural because the sentence I am 
writing is in English, not Hawaiian, and I refuse to adopt the affectation 
of using Hawaiian grammar in the course of writing an English sentence 
(Hawaiian language zealots would want me to say "na 'okina" instead 
of "'okinas" and they would give me low marks for failing to put a 
kahako over the letter "o" in the word "kahako").

I merely want to point out that there were no diacritical marks in 
Hawaiian language until professors at the University of Hawaii invented 
them.  The marks were invented as a way of guiding pronunciation for 
people who were beginners at learning Hawaiian in an environment 
where they seldom heard the language actually being spoken.  People 
who are ßuent in Hawaiian do not need diacritical marks to guide their 
pronunciation.  But enforcing the marks does provide highly paid jobs 
for teachers who can give bad grades to students who fail to properly 
grovel or knuckle under.  And passing this bill would create LOTS of 
jobs for people who have spent years learning Hawaiian language, since 
their expertise would now be needed by every legislator and attorney 
who feels a need to be thorough and careful as part of "due diligence."  

Th"nk yo#$ for your kind attenti#%n to this testim%ny.
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RE: SB 642, SD1�����5�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J���W�R���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���D�V���D�Q���2�I�I�L�F�L�D�O���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L 
 
�(���N�D���/�X�Q�D���+�R�‹�R�P�D�O�X Rhoads�����N�D���+�R�S�H���/�X�Q�D���+�R�‹�R�P�D�O�X Wakai, �D���P�H���Q�—���/�—�O�—���.�H�Q�H�N�R�D �R���N�•�L�D��
�.�À�P�L�N�H�����D�O�R�K�D�� 
 
Driven by the third goal of our strategic plan for 2015-2020, which guides our educational 
institution to cultivate a strong Native Hawaiian identity to instill confidence and resiliency in 
learners, Kamehameha Schools SUPPORTS SB 642, SD1. 

SB 642, SD1 inserts article thirteen of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) into the Hawai�‹�L���5�H�Y�L�V�H�G��Statutes and helps to create an equal 
�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P���I�R�U���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���µ�À�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���L�Q���6�W�D�W�H���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�V��  

In 2007, the United Nations adopted the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP), which was later ratified by the United States in 2011. The UNDRIP, among other 
provisions, proclaims that indigenous peoples have the right to preserve and perpetuate their 
native culture. As a strong supporter and leader in culture-based education, Kamehameha 
�6�F�K�R�R�O�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�¶�V���D�G�R�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���J�O�R�E�D�O���U�L�J�K�W�V���D�V���W�K�H�\���D�S�S�O�\���W�R���1�D�W�L�Y�H��
Hawaiians in our homeland.   

One of these rights is to indigenous languages. �µ�¿�O�H�Oo Hawa�L�µ�L���L�V���W�K�H���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���R�I���R�X�U���K�R�P�H�²
�E�H�L�Q�J���X�V�H�G���D�Q�G���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���S�D�H���µ�—�L�Q�D���L�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q, and 
commerce alike. �‹�¿�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L��enables Native Hawaiians and the larger community to gain a 
�G�H�H�S�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L�¶�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���X�Q�Y�H�L�O�V���R�Y�H�U���D���P�L�O�O�H�Q�Q�L�D���R�I��
ancestral knowledge that continues to guide innovative solutions to modern problems.  
 
For these reasons, Kamehameha Schools supports efforts to �U�H�Q�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�H���µ�À�O�H�O�R���+�D�Z�D�L�‹�L���L�Q��
�W�R�G�D�\�¶�V���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���� 

Founded in 1887, Kamehameha Schools is an educational organization striving to restore our 
people through education and advance �D���W�K�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���/�—�K�X�L���Z�K�H�U�H���D�O�O���1�D�W�L�Y�H���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q�V���D�U�H��
successful, grounded in traditional values, and leading in the local and global communities. We 



 

 
 

believe that community success is individual success, Hawaiian culture-based education leads to 
academic success and local leadership drives global leadership.  

With this testimony, Kamehameha Schools SUPPORTS SB 642, SD1. 

�‹�$�‹�R�K�H���K�D�Q�D���Q�X�L���N�H���D�O�X���‹�L�D�����1�R���W�D�V�N is too large when we all work together! Mahalo nui. 
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